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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
la not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternal existence, 
causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual, 
out the material world, It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab- 


Solute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and | 


apparently laating; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en- 
during fasta are beyond the tomb, 


BLIND TOM. 


Blind Tom the musical prodigy is now in England. 
Having read of his extraordinary powers in American 
Journals, we were glad to accept tickets to a private Soiree, 
which took place at the Hanover-square rooms, on Wed- 
nesday evening, July 18,. The audience was a most 
numerous and fashionable one as might be expected. 

The appearance of Tom on the stage, was quite a novelty 
`o to Englishmen, who are accustomed to see made-up negroes 

going through certain dumb motions, but regular born 
darkies are raritieson the English stage. Tom was intro- 
duced by an American gentleman, who has attended him 
through his musical pilgrimage from his childhood. But 
our readers we opine want to know something of Tom, and 
can afford to await further particulars of his introducer. 
Well, wo will proceed with our description. Blind Tom is 
a little over seventeen years of age, ho measures about 
five feet seven inches, and weighs nearly 150 pounds. He 
was born a slave on a Georgia plantation, and from this 
circumstance alone must be considered a prodigy. When 
he was only four years of age, we are told that he heard 
for the first time, his young mistress play on the piano, 
and such was the effect upon Tom that after the young 
lady hadiretired he rushed to the instrument and struck off 
a similar strain to the one he had heard. From this 
trifling incident commenced the musical career of Tom. 

Blind Tom, as heis termed, is not quite blind, for he can 
see the sun when it shines or the gas-lights when in full 
glare, but all minute objects are to him invisible. It will 
be seen therefore that Tom’s eyes are of no service to him 
in his musical performances He is neither handsome nor 
gracoful, and we feelsure that no Physiognomist would 
pronounce him an adept at the piano without hearing 
him play. Fowler and Wells’ have examined his head, and 
decided favourably of him. Another Phrenologist pron- 

` ounces him a perfect idiot. Who is to decide when 
Phrenologists differ? Perhaps the expression used by 
the gentleman who introduces Tom that he is nondescript, 
x the best wo can giveto convey our impression of 

im. 

The first piece Tom played, ‘‘ Home, Sweet Home,” was 
executed well. It might have been played better by 
Professional players, but it was well received. The marvel 
isnot in the fact, that a blind person can play sweetly, 
when he has been carefully trained, because it is admitted 
that the loss of one sense intensifies the power of the other 
senses, hence, hearing and touch in a blind pianist, must 
be exquisitely sensitive, or his performances, would be of 
a mediocre compass. 
musical performances is that he has never been taught, 


But the marvel in Blind Tom’s; 


Let us proceed, Tom rose from the piano, and caused some 
merriment by clapping his hands in imitation of the 
aplause of the audience. ‘The Old Sexton,” by Henry 
Russel, was played and sung by Tom, who has a strong 
and rather hard voice, and was well received. But the 
most interesting and at the same time astounding perfor- 
mance of the evening we will briefly describe. An invitation 
was given to any gentleman in the audience to test Tom’s 
ability to reproduce tunes. After some delay and a little 
coaxing, a Mr. Foyd mounted the rostrum, and in a very 
able manner struck off a piece with variations. Tom sat 
down to the instrument, andlo! the same piece in all its 
details, as far as we could judge was produced by him, 
but with a heavier touch. Mr. Foyd sat down again and 
played another piece, which was equally well imitated by 
Tom. We have not space to describe minutely the entire 
programme of the evening. Tom played three melodies, 
at once, singing one of them, “ Karly in the Morning”. He 
played with the left hand Thalberg’s arrangement of ‘ Lily 
Dale,’ and during the evening amused the audience singing 
notes without the aid of the piano. 

It is no matter of speculation with us, how Tom will be 
received. If he is put forward as a prodigy, “a genius” 
&e, many will marvel at his powers, and be willing to look 
upon him as a black phenomenon—a freak of Nature. 
But should he be put forward as a spiritual medium, he 
may as wellreturn to America, for England is not prepared 
to accept such “bosh.” However here he is, blind enough 
to be unable to see the keys of his instrument, ignorant 
enough to be incapable of being taught anything by the 
acknowledged methods of teaching, and yet he is as it 
were annimated with music. How will the scientific men 
treat Tom? Will they politely call him an impostor, say 
that he is a cultivated musician, and refuse all evidence to 
the contrary? Had they not better say at once, that Tom 
is no slave native of Georgia, but a real white, painted 
black. Putting theory on one side, we have in Tom a 
living wonder. His memory, if it be himself alone, that 
reproduces the most difficult pieces after once hearing them, 
surpasses everything of the kind of which we have any 
knowledge. Tom would be astudy for Stokes. 


SPIRITUALISM UNDER REVIEW IN 
SHIRE 


WILT- 


During the last few weeks two of the Wiltshire papers 
have been making capital out of Spiritualism. The “ North 
Wilts Herald,” has opened its columns to a series of papers 
written by a gentleman signing himself ©., entitled “ Even- 
ings in the spirit circle.” As far as C. has yet gone, he 
has shown a disposition to treat the subject philosophically, 
and he has faithfully described a visit he paid with us to 
Miss Copman. M. S. M. writes, ‘My experiences of 
Spiritualism,” in the ‘Wilts and Gloucester Standard,” 
and treats the subject in a spirit of banter, describing 
imaginary séances with mediums, and employing all his 
resources of wit, to bring odium upon the Spiritualists, 


and it is said cannot be taught to play by the rules of Art. | whilst he does not even fail to be a little personal to O. 
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We find too, a:letter from a * Frag thinker,” in the “ North 
Wilts Herald” of July, 9{st., denouncing O. as an idiot, 
and Spiritualists as impogtors. So that O. isin a hot bed 
of opposition. Will ha continue to bravo the fire of such free 
“tinkers ” as the one who writes to the “ North Wilts 
Herald?” We shall see. Had the létter we spoak of 
beon written with modesty, we should probably have trans- 
ferred it to our dolumns, but asit belongs to that class of 
literature which deals liberally in scandal and abuse, we 
shall not waste our spaca by giving it a place. 

Occasionally a modest and clever opponent rises up, but 
very raroly. When one makes his appearance, we shall 
deem it a pleasure, as far as our powers will enable us, to 
“mote out to Ceasar the thints that are Cvasar’s. All wo 
need say to these Wiltshire gentleman, who think C. is in- 
sane, and mediums impostor, is, go-a-head, knocking your 
hard heads against the still harder facts of Spiritualism, 
your heads will crack in time, if thoy ar: not cracked 
already, and you may yet be grateful to Spiritualism the 
healer for making thom whole again. 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 


Since taking tho ‘Spiritual Times” to ourself, we can 
conscientiously say, that we have never for an instant 
allowed difficulty and at times arduous toil to interrupt us 
in the work we have undertaken. Moro than two yoars 
previous experienco had taught us what to expect in the 
way of difficulty and trial, and we putour hands firmer to 
the plough, determined that the “Npiritual Times” should 
not die whilst we could keep it alive. Woe' have, as most 
ofour readers know, b>on most liberally aided by somo few 
friends who believe we ara doing a useful work, but at 
times we are soroly tried nevertheless. ‘Che othar week we 
were much porplexed how we should meet the current ex- 
pensos, whon a letter from India reached us, from a 
gentleman whoso namo was utterly unknown to us, stating 
that ho received tha ‘ Spiritual Times” rogularly through 
his London agont, and that we were to write toa lady in 
Scotland in his name for £5. towards its support. Mator- 
ialists may call this little gratifying incident chanco, we call 
it Providence, and can recognize the work of the good angels 
therein, i 


SPIRITUALISM, 

Tha “ Banner of Light,” July 14th. reproduces our arti- 
‘ele on “Spiritualism ” as an answer to tho oft-repoated 
question, “What is Spiritualism ?” Lhe Editor adds these 
pointed remarks— 

“ What the world most needs aro the great facts in eon- 
nection with Spiritualism. We toll mankind that the dead 
live —that thay aro in rapport with those they love, the 
same as whon living ia the form. We know what we aver. 
All who seek in a spirit of truth, can be fully satisfied of 
direct spiritcommunion. Is not this a blessed knowledge ? 
Oh, mortals why will yo tarry on the way? Ask, and it 
shall bs given ;” ‘Seek and ye shall find.” Myrinds of dis- 
‘enbudied spirits are anxiously knocking for entrance at 
the hearts of their dear ones yet upon the earth. Thay 
have glad tidings to bring of the life beyond the grave. But 
those in mortal who are enshrouded in the sombre garb of 
Theology, listen not to ‘their appeals, and these dear ones 
over the rivor retire in sadnoss to await a more opportune 
moment to enable them to hold communion. 
citious that you know of the life to which you aro rapidly 
tonding; and they would not have-you through i znorance, 
go unprepared, Come to thefountain of living waters and 
sip your fill, None will go away thirsty. There is amply 
enough forall. Spiritualism ie the “ bread of life,” feed no 
longer, then, on the dry husks of Old Thevlogy.” 


We havo good roason to beliove that Dr. J. D. Ferguson 
will re-visit England in Novembor next, Should he come, 
many of his old friends will bo glad to welcome him. 


ee, 


Mr. Cooper has returned to the Davonports. Ho sends 
us a brief account of their doings; but it has reached us 
too late for insertion. 


They are solit- 


- There is nothing moro beautiful than childhood. Nothing 
on this earth which brings the human nearer the anvelic. 
Woe lovo to sit and hear tho innocent prattle of a child—to 
watch its guiless nature unfold like the petals of á flower, 
and especially to learn wisdom from its simplicity. . There 
are many, very many things, as parents, we can do to give 
happiness to our children, but there ia the danger of spoil- 
ing them{by mislirected kindness. It is sad to think of 
tho thousands of childron who never know the divine plea- 
sures of chillhood, their circumstances or parents surroun- 
ding them with caro and misery. How the heart aches to 
real the accounts in public prints of child-beating, and yet, 
horrible as such brutality is, what is it compared with the 
conditions which rob the innocents of childhood, and make 
their young years hoavy with sin and shame? Woe look at 
things superficially and make sad mistakes un consequence. 
Could we but feel the necessity of giving children food for 
the soul as well as tho body, much of the cruelty practised 
upon childven would be at an end. 

Many parontsa look for prodigies in thoir ehildron, and if 
naturo fail to make them such, try tho eff-ct of Art. 
Hones at a very early poriod the little children aro crammed 
With spelling, summing and reailing, and are rewarded by 
the smiles of their parents at every montal triumph they 
achieve; but at what a sacrifice! Tho oxerciso and interest- 
ing play, eo necessary to children’s health, must be dispen- 
sod with, an‘ all for the sako of making knowlodgo-boxos 
of more babes. 

Children roquire to exercise every muscle of the body, 
and to bo surrounded by all gentle influences, to make them 
truly realize child-lives. Davelopment, physical and mental, 
cannot be forced without endangering the subject. Wisdom 
dictates thas the equilibrium of tho entire systəm be sus- 
tained and that can only bo done by parents being patient, 
and waiting on nature, instead of attempting to furoo the 
production of child prodigios. 


Under tho title of “ Paradoxical Psychology” we find an 
able article in the journal of “ Psychological Medicine, and 
mental Pathology,” edited by Furbas Winslow, M.D. D.C.. 
We oxtract some passages which will afford our readers an 
idea of the whole paper. Spiritualists are oftan told that 
they aro fit subjects for Forbes Winslow, meaning that 
Spiritualism is synonimous with madness. In this paper 
we have tho subject of Spiritualism troated with fairness 
and philosophical acumen. Although here and thero we 
detect the bias of the writer, which, although against us, 
is not put forth to an obnoxious degree. It would take 


moro space than we have at our disposal, to summariso tho 


conclusions of the writer. We are pleased however, to quote 
from so able an authority. 


THE KINGSTON MEDIUM. 

We hear groat things of the little Boy-modium Turketine. 
Tho spirits it appears who havo occasionally manifested to 
the astonishment of all who have had the priviloga of wit- 
nessing the phenomena, have now taken a musical tara. 
Mr. Champornowne must bo a good natured man, for when 
he is told to get a evrtain instrument he straightway goes 
and purchasosit. We understand that no less than four- 
teen musical instruments havo been played upon at 
differont times by the invisibles. Lately a banjo and several 
instruments were all played vigoriously at once. 

We have not been privileged to sit with the boy of late, 
but this wo know, that tho uncle's onthusiasmn is unabated 
With tho direct writing and spirit photographs, (spocimens 
of which we havo seon), which, with other phonomena 
have during tho period of little Turkotine’s mediumship 
been given as evidences of immortal life at Kingston, we 
should think Mr. Champernowne anl his circle, ought to 
bo quite satisfied. 
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HOMELY HOMICLICES. 


By J. H. POWELL. 


NO.2.—CUANRIPY. 


Parr. 1. 


c), Though I speak with tie toagu’s of men and of angels aad have not 
arity, Lam become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
í. Cor. NHI. chap. ver. I. 


Of all diadems worn by the peoudest ofeirth’s children, none 
are so perfectly brilliant as that of Christianity, and of all the 
gems set in the diadem of Christianity none are more perfectly 
Driliant than that of Charity. 

Faith is a gem, Hope isa gem, each essential to the spirit’s 
progress, but Charity is the gem of gems—it is the chief—it is 
Love, the centre and life of Religion, ‘* Though I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angela, and have not Charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tiukling cymbal. Though I 
ascend to the topmost round of the ladder of learning, though 
kings Lonour me, nations worship me for my attainments yet if 
L lack Charity ©“ Lam Lecome as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal.” 

“Charity covereth a multitude of sins,’ like mercy, “it is 
twice bie.sed, it blusseth him that gives and him that receives.” 
Charity, the queenliest of the graces, * doth not behave herself 
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked; think- 
eth no evil.” There is nothing plainer and more beautiful than 
this iu the New Testament. It needs no learned divine to explain, 


it is clear to the understanding of the simplest child. Charity 
is an angel sent down from Heaven to lead us to God. Where 


Charity abideth nut, there Selfishness or the devil dwells. 

Faith, Hope, Charity, are not only the graces of Christianity, 
they are agencies or principles in the formation of character. 
Charity cannot exist without Hope, nor can Hopo exist without 
Faith. As Hope is the child of Faith, Charity is the chitd of 
Love. Charity aud Hope, like flowers drawing life from the 
sun, draw holiness frum leaven. 

In the degree in which the world has disregarded the angel 
voices of Truth, and as a consequence unheeded Charity, it has 
gone head-long into War and become involved in its consequences, 
Hither Peace or ‘Var, Love or Hate, will hold the reigns of 
human conduct. We are so constituted, that we cannot live 
and be neutral although we determine to be so. ‘He that is 
not against us is for us,” isa truism tuo palpable to be overlooked. 
Either a manfloves truth or he clings to error—either he is 
toa degree charitable or uncharitable. I do not infer that a 
man must give away all his possessions, or the spirit of Charity 
abideth not in him. ©“ Charity seeketh not her own, is not puffed 
up, thinketh no evil” To be neutral in our actions, selfishness 
and Charity must be far from us, We cannot serve “God and 
Mammon ” atthe same time. I would that the spirit of Charity 
were more with us than it is. We meet profession where we 
have a right to expect practice. Christianity has a name it is 
true, but very little place in the great human heart. ‘The reason 
of this L believe, is owing mostly to the shameless hypocrisy of 
many who presuwe to be its expounders. Look at the sects of 
Christendom at this hour, and say what attracts the eyes most ? 
Is it not © Profession ?” l know there exist men and women in 
aud out of the churches, Whose lives bear testimony to the 
sanctifying pawer of Christian Faith, were this not so, I could 
have little faith in the practicability of Christianity after a trial 
of uearly 2000 years. But seeing alı ! a devout worship of 
Formalism, and an almost utter forgetfulness of Charity, without 
which, all devoutness is as “sounding brass or a tinkling cym- 
bal.” I cannot evade the inference. Had the sects aimed at 
simplifying, instead of mystifying the teachings of Jesus, and 
above all, had they made it imperative ou each and all of their 
members to be Charitable aud live their faith, how jruitful for 
good might they not have been ? 

The Religious world is so heavily hampered by self-interests 
and ceremonies which appertain mostly to the external, that 
there is little room for the modest virtues which grace the life of 
the true christian, ‘ We cannot worship God and Mammon” 
at the same time, Neither can we worship the outward obser- 
rervances of any ov all churches, and at the same time give up 
our whole soul to the Great Spirit. Christianity is neither a 
bundle of clothes nor a well-bound book of mummeries, it is 
neither a pool of water, nor a decanter of wine. But it is a 
series of the simplest and most loveable teachings which can be 
comprehended at once by the simplest and the most erudite of 
earth’s children, if they be not too self-wise to appreciate them, 
If people whilst temporately indulging in Formalism, would em- 


| : : 
i brace the moral teachibgs of Christ, ind so let the letter, or the 
form, wait upon the spirit, there would be little to complain of, 
, but whilst so many of our Sectaries escape at a bound as it were, 
from the simple ground of spirit on to the morg. difficult ground 
of form, and not only so, bat add hypocrisy ‘often to Image 
Worship, by calling themselves ‘Christians, I can but see much 
in the churches that may well be pronounced .‘‘as sounding 
_ brass or a tinkling cymbal.” 

Charity is of no sect, yet it is in all sects, confined by none, for 
like „Truth it is related to the Infinite, and consequently obeys 
: the behests ofthe Universal Power. As Truth waits for no 
. property qualification, before'it deigns to enter a human soul, 

so Charity asks for no pope’s consent before it works after its 
„own divine manner. Here we feel ‘the catholic beauty of 
_ Christianity, and rejoice in our own freedom of speech to day in 
, consequence of that very catholicity. The “thousand and one 
, sects,” that are said to be extant in this century, in spite of ail 
wrangling, jealosy, and uncharitableness, are in themselves 
standing arguments in favour of the universal beauty of 
Religion. There is no man, however lowly he may be in worldly 
| position, if he have a heart searching for Divine light, who is 
prevented from receiving it from :the never-failing lamp of 
spiritual truth, He may if his mind so incline, establish an 
additivnal sect to the already numerous sects, that is, if he can 
inspire others to join him. It may be an infliction on society, 
‘that is nota question of mine at present. The fact that he is 
free to act thus, proves the universal character of the divine 
i truths of Religion—not the divine character of the special scet 
| he might establish. 

Charity being related to the Infinite, can ouly healthily oper- 
ate by being catholic in its manifestations, This is one of the 
most essential of the useful things the real Christian must learn. 
He will then sce that to be charitable in its most beautiful 
sense, he must so to speak, go outside of himself, his home, his 
chapel, into the great world of Humanity, irrespective of colour 
or cloth, estate or title, virtue or vice, into it may be the very 
quagmires of sin, to bestow the liberal gifts of the spirit. That 
which narrows the work of Faith fences round the habitations 
of self-elected sects, necessarily cuts off the greater half of the 
work of Charity. It may look very well in the eyes ofa sec- 
tionist, to see that he is liberal to the members of his own home 
or church, but this is not the charity which deserves the name 
of Christian, ‘Crue Charity “suffereth long, is not easily pro- 
voked to anger.” Being divine, it at once associates with the 
Human, for Divinity itself runs in the veins of Humanity, and 
Charity performs its highest work, when it ministers to the 
most ignorant, the most brutal aud even the most ungrateful of 
earth’s children, “Christ came to save that which was lost.’¢ 
“There is more joy in Heven over one sinner that repenteth” 
than over nintety and nine just persons that need no repentance. 
The Christian world, so-termed, has no peed, to be told these 
truths, they have formed the standard texts for its sermons, and 
are often on the lips ofits members. But the reason they have 
not protited from them to the extent they might do, is because 
they have spoken with the lips that which they rarely treasure 
in the heart. Charity in its uaiversal sense, is not with them, or 
there would be little of the bickerings and less.of the exclusive- 
ness, which have separated sect from sect, and excited unchanit- 
able and anti-christian feelings in the human breast, 

if we take only a brief glance at the history uf Religion in this 
country, we shall find its first pages full of the horrors of blood- 
shed and plunder. The church, (temporal I mean of course,) 
holds its title deeds by virtue of the sword and the state. Her 
priests preached baptism of water, while they themselves, tospeak 
figuratively had baptised in the blood of heretics. nnd martyrs. 
Where, oli! where, was Charity the sweet child of Christianity 
then? What hellish mockery of Religion for the saint to wear 
the surplice of peace over the robes of war. And this is what 
many of the early churchmen did, , The heart sickens as we 
turn over the leaves of Religious: warfare daring the past, and 
we turn to the lessons of love taught by the Suviour, happy to 
escape to themes moure genial and elevating. 


namera carer en mma een a 


A TOAD EMBEDDED. 


A toad was recently found embedded in a block of magnesian 
limestone stratum, ata depth of twenty-five feet from the earth's 
surface, and eight feet from any spring water vein, at Dyke house 
quarry, Hartlepool. The cavity was no larger than the animal’s 
body, and presented the appearance of being an exact case of it. 
The eyes of the singular stranger shone with unusual brilliancy, 
and it was full of vivacity on its liberation. It appeared when 
first discovered, desirous to perform the process of respiration, 
but evidently experienced some difficulty, and the only sign of 
success consisted ofa © barking noise ” it continued to make on 
being touched. Mr. Taylor, an eminent local geologist, gives it 
as his opinion that the toad must be at least six thousand yeara 
old. 
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HOWELLS ACCOUNT OF THE APPARITION OF 
MR. BARLOW'S HUNTSMAN.—IN WALES. 


Last Christmas day, inthe morning, Mr. Barlow was visited 
by a person who had the appearance and dress of his huntsman 
who opened his curtains and asked if he meant to hunt that 
morning, Mr. B. declined, but told the man he might go to such 
a place where he would probably find a fox. Mrs. B. hearing 
thia conversation as she thought between the huntsman and her 
husband, she being in a contiguous room, expostulated with Mr. 
B. fov sending out the huntsman on Christmas day. 
wont down stairs he found some hounds about, which led him to 
enquire why the hantaman had left those hounds behind him. 
The servants said the huntsman had not been there that morning, 
and that the dogs were all in the kennel. 
to Narberth, where the huntsman lived, to see whether he had 
been to Slebech, near the town of Haverfor lwest, or not. 
hnntsman’s wife both denied the fact, and afterwards fell ill, 
Mr. Barlow insisted upon the reality of theappeatance, and Mrs, 
E. affirmed that she heard the huntsman talking to her husband, 
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THERE IS NO DEATH. 


There is no death! The stars go down 
To riss upon some fairer shore, 

And bright in Heaven’s jewelled crown 
They shine for evermore, 


There is no death. The dust we tread 


Shall change beneath the summer showers, 


To golden grain, or mellow fruit, 
Or rainbow.-tinted flowers. 


The granite rocks disorganize 
To feed the hungry moss they bear, 
The forest leaves drink daily life 
From out the viewless air, 


There is no death! The leaves may fall, 
The flowers may fade and pass away— 


They only wait through wintry hours 
The coming of the May. 


There is no death! An angel form 
Walks o’er the earth with silent tread, 

He bears our best loved things away, 
And then we call them dead ! 


He leaves our hearts all desolate— 

He plucke our fairest, sweetest flowers; 
Transplanted into bliss, they now 

Adorn immortal bowers. 


The bird: like voice whose joyous tones 
Made glad this scene of sin and strife, 
Sings now an everlasting song 
Amid the tree of life. 


And where He secsa smile too bright, 
Or heart too pure for taint or vice, 
Ye bears it to that world of light 
To dwell in Paradise. 


Born into that undying life, 
They leave us but to come again ; 
With joy we welcome them—the same, 
Except in sin and pain. 


And ever near us, though unseen, 
The dear, immortal spirits tread, 
For all the boundless Universe 
Is life. There are no dead! 


A servant was sent 


MESSAGE DEPARTMENT. 


Under this head we shall print all spirit messages that we may 
consider worthy. Correspondents will please write legibly on one 
side only of the paper and abbreviate as much as possible. The 
Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
spirits either embodied or dis-embodied. 


JESSIE. 


On the evening of July 24th, after a rast of several 
months, the spirits again entranced Jessic. We had been 
s0 long without a communication, that we began to think 
that hor modiumistic power was entirely at an end, 
but not so—the following prayer came from her lips as the 
evidenco that spirits talked with her. 


Heavenly Father, to Thee Tiy children bow with humble 
submission and true thankfulness, We thank Thee for the many 
things which Thou hast done for us. Weknow that we deserve 
them not, yet in Thy Fatherly goodness—Thy kind forgiving 
love, Thou dost shower down blessings. Why, we would ask 
Thee, oh! Father—why—why dost Thou favour one of Thy 
children more than another? It is Thy will. 


Our old friendly spirit Truth and Justice came, and said—- 
“I would like my dear friend to say a few words, but it is im- 
possible. Iwish to speak of the reaper—the reaper—do you 
understand who and what this reaper is? Sit again andI will 
tell you what I mean with regard to the reaper. 

Question. 

“ How is it that we have been so long neglected by the spirits ? 

Spirit. 

“ Ifyou sit and get no manifestation, you are uot necessarily 
neglected. Fancy trying to enter ahouse full of things; you 
must firat have the rooms cleared to a mit yoa aud when you 
are inside, you will need to arrange things to your taste, So i 
is with us and your medium. „Never teel neglected or desolate, 
The angels cannot desert you, they are drawn to you by a cord 
of love, and a desire to teach you, and to raise your thoughts 
above the earth.” 


Jessie was immodiately influenced by another spirit, pur- 
porting to be our own swoot little Marion, Tas medium 
personated the child and said :— 

“she says,she would love you to see her home, her beautiful 
teachers, her brightand happy home. You would say, could 
you see them, oh! that I could be with ther and share her plea. 
sures. 

When I was a baby, and cried and fretted so, my dada fondled 
me, and when I died my dala put me into the grave, and his 
heart was sore. He did not think then, that that little bit of 
mould in the grave was only the deserted shell of the little spirit 
which grew and bloomed in Paradise, in that beautiful garden 
of God, where it blooms and blooms, each day more lovely, under 


>I the kind care of its Fatherly Gardener, 


So yon ace ‘that little spark which flew out of that bit of 
mould, ere you pnt it iuto the grave was not as you thought lust, 
Do you think that it was taken that it might rest in peace aud 
happiness there, knowing that all that laval it were sojourners, 
panting for a drop of water or a dew-drop from the flower they 
thought withered ; do you think that it could rest contented 
there? My home is bright, theres uot a shadow, not a doubs 
of any kind, only from the thought of the dear ones left behind, 
But don’t think that it gives us pun aul thas we doa't like to 
come toearth, for we are always happier when we are permitted 
to commune with tuose we have lefe behind, Each thought, 
each aspiration, that a spirit iuspires,not only dues you good, 
but it comes baek fo us in blessings, 

You are to have peace, joy, and happiness,’ 


August 1, 1866. 


A LEC 


URE UPON THE MIND. 


(Through the Mediumship of Richard Wortley.) 
The mind of man is a mighty theme to exercise our thoughts | 
upon. Itisnota common subject among men, far from it, for 
they seem to give their mind to anything rather than to the 


deepest and most important subject of all, which is self-kuow- 
ledge—self-investigation, or self-learning. “Knew thyself’ 


comes echoing from all quarters of the universe. It is not my 
intention to teach or speak cvncerning the old method 


of reading character called “ Phrenology ” neither is it my wish 
to occupy your time in quoting from different books upon this 
subject, if I can summons the intelligence from above, if I ean 
open the avenues of my soul, by an ardent love of truth I shall | 
feel more satisfied, more elevated. and more thinkful, feeling | 
confident you will appreeiate the novel ideas which I hope to 
enucidate. 

T will say first, that man’s mind is too deep to fathom with the 
sounding lines of our natural senses. Notwithstanding this, we 
are.capabie of doing wonders in these days of discovery. 
uot enter the great vestibule of mind without casting my eyes 
above, for T behold angels keeping guard at every corner. r 
cannot be too eautious, too prayerful or too gaod, when seeking | 
to enter this great temple of spiritual beauty. What is the 


T musg 


basis of all Theological speculation, of all Philosophical investi- 
gation, and of spiritual and heavenly revelation, of all worldly 
deception, of all evil and maddening demonstration, of all 
knowledge, good and lad, in fact of all human existence ? 
What is the great and unmistakeable basis? Why? Is 
the mind the very toundation from which all happiness springs? 
1s not the mind the allpowerful principle of man? Iu fact thy 
mind is the man in every sense of the word. When the mind is | 
gone the man is gone. But it so happens that mind is invisible | 
we only see the effects, the great cause is out of sight, that is 
it is hidden from our natural vision, but those of you who have 
studied this subject, have no duubt found something more in 
man than ‘natural visiou, when L try toimpress your mind with 
any particular idea, or when I speak with great emphasis upon 
aay subject, I am then trying to illumine your minds independ- 
ently of natural vision, Itis the impression fron natural and 
spiritual truths, wiich alone ean make us wise, and it is wisdom 
whieh I wish to exalt. The mind is not a puppet slaw. [shall 
not seek tu please you with fuuciful and witty sayings, Z shall 
not try to play with your affections by relating sume stories, 
such as do not elevate the mind unto higher spheres, not that I 


not 


am opposed to such-like mental exercises—far from it, but 
because I am not in a state for that just now, my intention is if 
possible to elevate and spiritualize. 

(Tu be eontinued.) 
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SYMBOL. 


mems mem raen e o 


All history falls at last to type and symbol. Itis a shadow thrown out 
‘on the bosom ofthe infinite. It gives hint and intimation—it cannot 
more. It ministers refreshment and impulse; but no richest presence of 
fellow-soul can satisfy us farther. All we see or know passes; the gor- 
geous palaces, the cloud-capt towers, melt and flow lixe the baseless fabric 
ofa dream. Past blooms in the memory an imperishable incarnation; 
present is transfiguring into shadow, becoming perpetually what past is, 
A sense of this will sometimes give to one’s surroundings an indescribable 
‘sacredness, The world svems ethereal and holy. Faces and voices and 
forms so deeply deur to us, so present and actual, are all shadowy, fleeting 
away. ‘We see them already asthey shall be. How we are admonished 
to sobriety, tenderness, and ahigher purer love! The scene vanishes; 
Jet us attach us to substance the friend of eur friend. We fasten more 
upon the imperishable elements. The facts are representative and declar- 
ative, the qualities of our friends, the friends themselves are symbolic. 
Wife, sister, mother, hints and betokens; this presence is a ray from the 
face of the infinite excellence and love. Form and person depart ; but 
the fact remains, the reality abides and shines like a star in the firma- 
ment of our thought, quenchiless forever. 


— 


REMARKABLE CASE OF TRANCE.—A LADY SEVEN 
WEEKS WITHOUT FOOD, 


In the Twentieth Ward of Brooklyn (U.8.), not very far from 
what may be termed the Clinton-avenue section of the town, 
there resides a family consisting of a father, mother, and several 
children, among them a daughter of nineteen years. The 
parents are moderately circumstanced, respectable, intelligent, 
and well connected. This daughter, whose name must be un- 
mentioned here, in deference to the manifest wishes of her rela- 
tives, isa fine-looking, capable young lady, and of great appar- 
ent promise. She is what may be termed spirituelle, with light 
hair and complexion, « fragile figure, pale countenance, large 
sparkling eyes, with a forehead and features indicative of thought 
rather than execution, One day on leaving a car in Fulton- 
avenue her crinoline caught, and the unfortunate young lady 
was dragged some thirty or forty feet before she could be 
relieved from her daugerous position. Occurring just at this 
critical time was most unfortunate, and almost immediately she 
was reduced to her present deplorable condition. She is enga- 
ged to be married to a wealthy young man, and the ceremony 
was to have been solemnised this fall; this fact, in. connection 
with her gradual decline, had its effect npon her mind, as she 
felt that she could not conscientiously assume the duties of a 
wife. A day or two after the accident she was suddenly seize l 
with spasms, of which she has daily been a victim to the preseut 
time. For the last nine weeks she has alternated from a spas 
to a trance, and extreme rigidity of the muscles has succeeded 
their complete relaxation. At lirst the spasms were not general, 
but after a day or two the entire body appeared affected. While 
in these spasms the eonturtions of the unhappy patient are very 
violent; it appears at times almost impossible to hold her. 
Each one is succeeded by a trance of three hours’ duration. 
When some half a dozen of these attacks had passed off, it was 
discovered that the sight, heariug, and powers of deglutition had 
departed. ‘Luis latter deprivation, or inability to swallow, was 
most serious, asit prevented tho administering of medieine or 
food in the ordinary manner. Although the two avenues of 
sense —seeing and hearing—were cut off, it was discovered that 
the interesting patient evuld see and hearas by secund sight, or 
clairvoyaut appreeiation, When in the quiet condition of rigid- 


lity tue patient is in a trance. Her eyes close, the ears are dead 


to sound, the museles vease to act, respiration ia hardly percep- 
tible, and once or twice a state of ecstacy. indicative of mental 
unsteadiness, has resulted. These seasons last for four days 
to two hours each. When inthis eoudition she is powerfully 
clairvoyant in her facultles. She ean tell the time by sever 
watches variously set to deceive her. read unopened letters, 
decipher the contents of a slate, aud repeat what * Mrs, Grundy 
says,” by serving wp the gossip of the neighbourhood, She 
appears to possess the {culty of second sight to a remarkable 
degree. In this eondition she lays herself out straight, folds her 
arms if able, and staves, in a look of unmeaningness, with calm 
eternal eyes at the ceiling. During last week the patient fell 
into a deep tranee whiletsitting in achair—herhead fell back, Ler 
limbs straightened out, the hands were eleneled in a grip whieh 
ny power could break, and a cold condition of the body prevailed. 
Thus she remained—a living corpse ~the ducarnation of vit dised 
death—uutil Saturday moruing, when the muscular rigidity 
ceased, exeept in her right arm and lower limbs. Daring all 
this time she could neither hear, see, feel, taste, nor smell—all 
the avenues of life aud communication were cut off. To test 
this, the flesh waa perforated with pins. kuives were used, and 
the mest powerful blieters applied to the euticle, but without 
the least visible effeet. Last Sunday she had a spasm, but 
uo trance followed, This is viewed us a good sigu by the 
physician, who now dares to hope that the unfortunate young 
girl may ultimately be restored to a moderate degree of health, 
Weekly Times, July 8. 


REPRESENTATIVE RELATION, 


All things in our experience have representative relation, All our 
past is a volume crowded with ripe instruction. Every good act is plaudit ; 
every ill, rebuke and condemuation. Experience sets the just values. 
There is no crucible that melts and dissolves all, liketime. So much that 
seemed so large and important, that our spirits yearned for, and our hands 
toiled for, sinks to small dimensiens seen in tho retrospeet of the past 
and so much that seemed little has proved great, When we thought 
ourselves getting most, we realized least ; and when we thought least, 
there we found most. Time abases the high and exalts the lowly. Can- 
tinued prosperity, abundant gratification, and earthly possession are 
seen for the illusive vanity they are, while outward limitation, necessity 
for labour, resolve, and inuer reliance, become glorified, become media 
through which descend to us the light and fullness of God. How base 
seems all passion viewed in the past. How pusillanimous that we should 
have lost our temper and fumed. Occasions that seem at the moment 
overpowering, taking us from our possession irresistibly, shrink dewn te 
trifles and nothing, and we wonder we should ever have been so weak aud 
demented. 


182 


THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


{August 1, 185Ce 


PARADOXICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 


The Venerable Bede tells us of the holy man Fursey, who 
“£ fell into some infirmity of body, and was thought worthy šo see 
a vision from God.” This holy man, who lived about a.D. 653, 
was favoured with certain apocalyptic dreams, and the historian 
further informs us in regard to him, that ‘An ancient brother 
of our monastery is still living, who is wont to declare that a very 
sincere and religious man told him that he had seen Fursey 
himself in the province of the Mast Angles, aud heard those 
visions from his mouth ; adding, that though it was a most sharp 
winter weather, and a hard frost, und the man was sitting ina 
thin garment when he related it, yet he sweated as if it had been 
in the greatest heat of summer, either through excessive fear, or 
spiritual consolation.” * 

Bede also recounts, among other examples of prophetic power, 
two instances which occurred, one in a child, the other in a nun, 
at the point of death. 

Inthe monastery of Barking (a.D. 676) there was a little 
boy named Esica, who was about three years of age. This 
child was seized with pestilence, and when dying he called 
thrice upon one of the consecrated virgins in the monastery 
“directing his words to her by her own name, aa if she had been 
present, Eadgith! Eadgith! Eadgith ! and thus ending his 
temporal life, entered into that which was eternal. The virgin 
whom he called, wasimmediately seized, where she was, with the 
same distemper, and departing this life the same day on which 
she had been called, fullowed him that called her into the heav- 
enly country.” F 


One of the nuns in the same monastery, being also seized with 


pestilence, and reduced to extremity, suddenly began about mid. | 


uight to ery out to those who attended her, requesting them to 
extinguish the candle that was lighted there ; but no one heeded 
her. Whereupon she said, * ‘1 know you think I spear this ina 
raving fit, but let me inform you itis not so; for [tell you, that 
Tsee this house, filled with so much light, that your candle seems 
to me to be dark’ And when still uo one regarded what she 
said, or ventured to answer, she added, *Let that candle Dura 
as long as you will; but take notice, that itis not my light, for 
my light will come to me at the dawn of day? Then sha began 
to tell, that a certain man of God, who had died that same year 
had appeared to her, telling her thatut the break of day she 
should depart to the heavenly light. The truth of which vision 
was made out by the virgin dying as soon as the day appear- 


ed.” £ 


Still more to our purpose is the account which the venerable 
historian gives of the development of poetic genius in the 
Anglo-Saxon poet Cædmon, a brother of the monastery of 
Streaneshalch (Whitby—a.p. 680). “ He was wont,” writes Bede, 
“to make pions and religious verses, 39 that whatever was inter- 
preted to him out of Seripture, he soon after put the same into 
poetical expressions of much sweetness and humility, in English, 
which was his native language. By his verses the minds of 
many were often excited to despise the world, and to aspire to 
heaven. Others after him attempted, in the Euglish nation, to 
compose religious poems ; but none could ever compare with 
him, for he did not learn the art of poetry from man but from 


~ God.” 


a 
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“ Having done so at a certain time, and gone out of the house 
where the entertainment was, to the stablo, where he hud to take 


3 


‘care of the horses that night, he there composed himself to rest 


at the proper time ; a person appeared to him in his sleep, and 
saluting lha by his name said, ‘Cadmon, sing seme sung to me. 
{Te answered, ‘[ cinnot sing ; for that was the reason why I 


left the entertainment, and retired, to this place, because I could į 


The other who talked to hiin, replied, ‘ However, 
you shall sing.” * What shall I sing?’ rejoined he. 
beginning of created beings, sal the other.  Hereupon he 
presently began to sing verses to the praise of Gol, which he 
had never heard. . Awakening from his sleep. he 
remembered all that he had sung iu his dream, and suon added 
inuch more to the same effect in verse worthy of the Deity, 

“In the morning he came tu the steward, his superior, awl 
having acquainted him with the gift he had received, was con. 
ducted to the abbess, by whom he was ordered in the presence 
of many learned men, to tell his dream, and repeat the verses, 
that they might all give their judgment what it was, and whence 
this verse proceeded, They all concluded that heavenly grace 
had been couferred on him by our Lord. They expounded to 
him a passage in Holy Writ. either historical or doctrinal, or- 
dering him, if he could, to put the same into verse. Having 
nudertaken it, he went away, aud returning the nèxe Morning, 
gave it to them composed in must excellent verse; whereupon 


nut sing’ 


the abbess, embracing the grace of Go in the man, instructed | 
him to quit the secular habit, and take upon him the monastic | 


iles ed. 


Ecclesiastical History of England, bk, iii. ch.19. Dr. G Me 
. k Tb. 


q Bede, Keeles. Hist. bk. iv, ch. 8. 


‘Sing thej 
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life ; which being accordingly done, she associated him to the 
rest of the brethren in her monastery, and ordered that he 
should Le taught the whole series of sacred history.’1 

in the fourteenth century, among many mystical enthusiasts 
Suso is particularly noteworthy, Le, it is recorded, was called 
to a spiritual life by the Eternal Wisdom manifesting itself 
to him in the form of a maiden bright as the sun. In order 
toattain the highest sanctity, he submitted himself to most 
severe torture, and he was rewarded by the Holy Child appearing 
to him, and putting to his lips a vessel of spring water. At 
another time the Blessed Virgin gave him a draught from her 
own heart. Encouraged by these manifestations of divine favour, 
he persisted iu a life of self-torture. At one time he wore con- 
stantly, night aud day,a close-titting shirt, in which had been 
fixed one hundred aud fifty nails, the points turned inwards 
towards the fleah ; and lest at any tims he should be tempted to 
relieve himself, he clad his hands with gloves which were covered 
withsharpblades, Atanother time he carried between his shoulders 
a wooden cross perforated by thirty nails, the points of ‘which 
rested against the skin. He pursued this system of mortification 
from his eighteenth to his fortieth year, aud its gratefulness to 
the Divine Power was manifested by numerous heavenly visions 
and other instances of divine favour, He was permitted to hear 
the angelic hust hymn the praises of che Highest,and often he 
has been comforted by angels, aud beeu led by them in the spirit 
to join the celestial dance. “ One day when thus surrounded in 
a Visiou,he asked a shining priuce of heaven to show him the 
mode in which God had His secret dwelling in his soul. ‘Phen 
answered the augel — Takea gladsome look into thineinimost and 
see how God in thy living soul playeth Ltis play oflove.’ Straight- 


, way I looked, and behold the boly about my heart waa as clear 


as crystal, and I saw the Eternal Wisdom calinly sitting in my 
heart in lovely wise,2 and close by that form of beaty, my soul, 
leaning om Qod, embraced by Him,and pressed tu His heart, full 
of heavenly longing, transported, intoxicated with love”? 

Suso declares that he wrote his Horologe of Wisdom, or Book of 
the Eternal Wisdom, which he finished in 1340, from inspiration ; 
he himself, being “ignorant and passive, but under the imme- 
diate impulse and illumination of the Divine Wisdom.” . 

At a period still leas remote from us we find, among a host of 
canonized individuals, St. Catherine of Siena, whose holy life 
commenced with visions when she was but six years of age, and 
who was solemnly betrothed to our Lord not long after. “ She 
ia said to have shown a purity and inspiration ia her poems which 
might have ranked with Dante and Petrarch, Here is divine 
inspiratiou—holy aad miraculous power [4 


St. Hildegarde my be cited as another example. She stands 
conspicous among the canonized from the numerous visions with 
which she was favoured. As in the case of St. Catherine of 
Siena, the visions of Hildegarde commenced in childhood, {n 
the third year of my life," she tells us, in a letter to the monk 
Wilbartus, “I beheld such a light that my soul trembled; but on 
account of my youth, I was uaable to describe it, In my eight 
year L was admitted to spiritual communication with God; and till 
T was fifteen, [ beheld many visions, which I related in my 
simplicity, and those who heard me were astonished, wondering 
from whence they could come. At that time I also felt sur- 
prised that while [ saw internally’ with my soul, I also saw 
outwardly with my eyes; and as I never heard of asimilar thing 
in others, I endeavoure! to couceal my visions as much as 
possivle, Many things of the world remained unknown to me 


jor account of my continual ill-health, which, dating from my 


birth, weakened my body aud destroyed my strength.” 

She was, in fact, confined to bed during the greater part of her 
life, and was subject to frequent cataleptic trances. At one 
time, being visited by the Abbot of Burgen while she was 
affected by one of these seizures, he endeavoured to move her 
head, but fouud all exertions vain, whereupon he pronouaced 
her to bea divine prophetess. When, however, he commanded 
her to arise" In the name of God," she at once left her bed as if 
nothing had ever ailed her. She had reached maturity before 
the divine character of her visions wasclearly manifested, “ When 
L was twenty-four years andaeven months of age,a fiery light 
coming from heaven filled my brain and influenced my heart— 
like a tire which barns not, but warms like the sun—and suddenly 
L had the power of expoundin, the Scriptures,” 


She thus describes, in the letter to Wibertus, and in continua- 
tion of the paragraph which we have already quoted from it, the 


i character of the seizures to which she was subjected :-—~ 


L Eccles. Hist. bk. iv. ch. 24, 
2“ It seemed to me that my body melted away, and became 
transparent. T saw very clearly within my breast the hachiscl 
that Í tad erten, under the form of an emerald, which emitted 


; millions of little sparks.” —Moreau (de Tours) du Huchish, p. 21. 


3 Hours with the Mystics, 
99. 
4 Quoted by Eunemoser, History of Majic. 
p. 93. 
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_ “During one of these states of prosteration, I asxed my attendant 
*f she saw anything besides the things of this world; she replied 
that she did not. Thena great fear seized upon me, and I dared 
not open my heart to any one; but during conversation I often 
Spoke of future events; and whenthe visions were strong upon 
me, I said things which were unintelligible to those around me, 
When the strength of the vision was somewhat abated, I chan- 


diseases in cattle, andhydrophobia A former fowner of this 
coin, was prosecuted for witcheraft, “anent the superstitions 
using of a stone set in selver for the curing of diseased cattell, 
the custome being to cast the stone in sume water, and give the 
diseasit cattel thereof to drink, and the sam is dene without 
using onie words, such as charmers and sorcerers use. But, 
considering that many things are seen to work strange effects 


ged colour and began to weep, more like a child than a person of | whereof no humane witt can give a reason, ithaving pleasit God 


my age; and Ishould often have preferred to be silent had it 
been possible. Fear of ridicule, however prevente? my saying 
anything; but a noble lady with whom I was pliced noticed 
this, and told a nun who was her friend. After the death of this 
lady I had visions till my fortieth year, when, I was impelled in 
4 vision, to make knowa that which I saw. I communicated this 
He listened willingly to 
these strange visions, and advised m2 to write them down and 
keep them secret, till I should see what they were, and whenc® 
they came. After he perceived that they came from God, he 
Communicated thom to hisabhot, sna gave me his aid in these 
things. In the visions I understood the writings of the prophets 
‘the evangelists, and some holy philosophers, withont human 
assistance. I explained much in these books, although I was 
scarcely able to distinguish the letters; I also sang verses to the 
lononr of God without having had any instruction in singing— 


tomy confessor—an excellent man. 


Having never ever learned a song. When these things became 
known to the churchset Mayenes, they declared that these 
visions came from Gol,and by the gift of prophecy. Upon 
this my writings were placed before the Pops Eugene, when he 
was at Trier, who had them real aloud before many, and then 
Sent mea letter begging me to commit my visions to writing.” * 


* Ennemoser, Op. cit., vel. i. p. 96 
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_ These texts, it may be interesting to our readers to know were 
given to Mrs. Berry, hy the spirit controlling her, using her finger 
«ind pointing to them with great rapidity. Ep. 8. T.) 


“Ix the same hour came forth fingers ef a man's hand.” —Daniel- 
3th. Chap., 6th. Verse. 


“And he spake a parable unto them, fo this end, that mer ought 
always to pray, and not to faint.” —St, Luke, 18th. Chap., let. Verse. 


“ See that ye refuse not him that sperketh.""—Hebrews, 12th. Chap 
“25th, Verse. 


“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Auy.”—Revela:ion, lst. {Chap, 
10th. Verse, 


“ Then he brought me back.” —Ezezkiel, 44 Chap., lat. verse. 


“ When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them.” —zIosea, 7th, 
‘Chap, 12th. veree. ‘ 

“ Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many 
-days,”"—Ecclesiastes, L1th. chap, Ist. verse. 


“ Now tharefore make confession unto the Lord God of your fathers, 
-and I do His pleasure."*—lzra, 10th. chap. Hth. verse. 


“ And this ehall be a siga unto thee. 2nd. Kings, 19th. Chap. 29th. 
- verse, 


_, “For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it cannet 
“bear.” — Proverbs, 30th. chap. 21st, verse. 


Sill Mare. 
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THE LEL PENNY. 


‘Ñt isa stone of a dark red colour and triangular shape, half an 
‘inch each side, set in a. piece of silver coin, supposed to be a 
sshilliog of Edward I. According te the tradition, it cures all 


to give unto stones and herbes special virtues for the healing of 
mony infirmities in man and beast, the brethren are advised to 
surcease their proces, as therein they perceive no ground o, 


offence, and the said Laird, Sir James Lockhart, is advised ip 


the using of the said stone, to tak heed, that it be used hereafter 
wit the least scandal as possibli may bee.’ 


This prosecution occurred in the 17th century at Glasgow, at 
which time and later, even persons came from all parts of Scot- 
land, and even from Yorkshire, to get the water in which the 
stone was dipped, and it was stated that at the last plague at 
Newcastle, the authorities sent for the coin to use it there, giving 
a bond fora large sum,in order to secure its return to the 
owner. {Tradition states that this stone has been possessed by the 
Lee family, since the year 1320Q,—an ancestor of the family, 
Simon Lockhart of Lee, having obtained it from a saracen lady 
as part of the reamsom of her husband. Shetold him ofits many 
virtues, of a sanative character. 


The writer of the above statement in Home's Faith Book, did 
not believe in the prophecy respecting Mr. Cunning’s stating it 
to be a mere hoax, there being nothing of the kind imputed te 
Nixon, who was not an astrologer, although one of that name 
did exist in this century. 
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CORNUBIAN FESTIVAL, &e. 


| 


On the evening of 24th. June, it was, and may be still the 
eustom to kindle larze ban-tires, the country people on the next 
day amusing themselves with excursions on tha water, probably 
the remains of the ancient festival of the Druids, who were 
numerous in Cornwall, where their monuments still remain in 
the shape of circular temples. cromlahs, cairns &e. Even in the 
eleventh century, Canute prohibited the worship of the [heavenly 
holies. The festival seems to have been inaugurated to implore 
the friendly influence of heavenon their fields. On the lst. of 
May, the Druids uset to kindle large fires onthe tops of their 
cairns in honour of Bal, er Belimus, the San, then increasing ju 
power. 


The “ Bibliotheca Devoniensis,” published at Exeter, in 41852: 
“the question of apparitions and of supernatural voices was 
considered ’* being a sermon occasioned by what followed the 
death of Ann Taylor, delivered in Steps meeting at ‘Tiverton, 
26th June. 1814. En this volume also was © a true relation of 
an apparition in the likeness ofa bird with a white breast, that 
appeared hovering over the death beds ofsome of he ehildren of 
Mr. Tames, Oxenham of Sale Monachorum Devon, Gentleman 
confirmed by sundry witnesses,as following in the ensuing 
treatise, 4th. London. 1641 B. M. 


An engraved frontispiece is divided into four compartments, 
representing three persons in bed and a child in a cradle, over 
each of which is à bird hovering. 

Beneath them are the following inscriptions :— 

“John Oxenham Gent. aged 21, died with the apparition 
alone, 

Witnesses Robert, Woodley and Humphry King.” © Rebecca 
Oxenham aged 8, died with} the same apparition, Witnesses, Eliz 
Anerie, widow, and Mary Stephens, Tomasin the wife of James 
Oxenham, this younger gentleman aged 22,died with ye like 
apparition. Witnesses, Elizabeth Frost and toane Tucker. 

Tomasin a child in a cradle, died with a like apparition. 
Witness, Eliz, Anerie, and Mary Stephens. Further particulare 
are mentioned on this subject, iu Dr. Moggridge'sfSidemouth, pp. 
48.” 


If your readers agree with me in desiring to “preserve similar 
curious anecdotes, by means of the ‘Spiritual Times,’ let tham 
subscribe something quarterly, and take a duplicate copy of the 
journal, one to keep and one to give away, This is the plan of 
yours &., Chris. Cook, 

London, 25th, June 1866. 

P.S. The custom of passing children through holed ,,etanec 
for cure of diseases still prevails, in Cornwall. 


ee 
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THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


[August 1, 1966. 


All Communications for the Editor to 
be addressed to him at his new residence, 

6, Sidney terrace, Grove-road, 
Victoria-Park, E. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our readers will favour ua by sending accounts 
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, We wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion. 

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 

TISEMENTS. 
Two lines and under, 1s.3 every additional 
line, 3d.; a reduction for a series 

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr. J, H. Powell, at his 
new residence, 6, Sidney terrace, Grove- 
road, Victoria-park. 

Advertisements for insertion in the current num- 
her must reach the Office two days before the 
day of publication. 

To tua Taape.—The Spiritual Times is pub- 
lished at 10 o'clock on the day preceding the 
Ist and Lith of the month, by F. FARRAH, 
282, Strand. 

Compraints have reached us that the Spiritual 
Times does not always find ita way to country 
subscribers. ‘Those who have difficulty in 
obtaining it should sond tous, and we will for 
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking four copies can have them post free, 
by remitting 43. 44. per quarter, 


THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES" BY POST. 
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will be sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
hy remitting, in advance, as under :— 
Copies. Months, Months. Months. 
1, 3d.,or for 3, 18.8d. 6 33.30, 12, 6s.6d. 


ADVER- 


2, 5, p o 239d. p 58,5d. ,, 103.6d. 

3, Gd, p p 833d. q Gs. 6d. ,, 133.0d. 

6, Is. 4, 4, 686d. ,, 139,0d, ,, 263.0d. 
Post Office Orders must be made payahleto Mr, 


J, EL. Powell, atthe Post Office, Mile- ind, 


Now ready. In one volume, Demy 8vo,. 
Post free, price 7s.6d. 


w{UPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN 
J) THE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON; 


{neluding twenty years’ observation of Preter- 
Natural Phenomena, 
Edited by T. L. Nicnors, M.D., author of 
“Forty Years of American Life,” ‘ Biography 
ot the Brothers Davenport,” &., &c. 
This book contains the personal experi- 
ences of Mr. Ferguson, and his observations 
during twenty years, under favourable circum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the mos 
striking physical,to the higher forms of psychi- 
eal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer- 
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. ‘he work of the editor will be the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facta, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will be found in this volume. 
All order to be sent tothe “ Spiritual Times” 
Office. 
Lyceum, 14, Nowman Street Oxford Stree t. W 


PRINTING. 


Circulars, Bill-heads, Address 
Cards, Pamphlets, Books, and 
every description of Printing at 
Reasonable Prices at the office of 
the “SpiritualTimes,” 6,Sidney- 
terrace, Grove-road, Victoria- 
park. 


Glimpses of the Supernatural, 


Modern Spirit Manifestations, 


BY ADIN BALLOU. 


Price 1s. Post free Is. 2d. 
This isthe most condensed and useful work 
we have yet seen on the subject of Spiritualism, 


May be had direct from the office of the 
“ Spiritual Times.” 


WORKS BY J. H. POWELL. 


Now Ready, 
In one Vol.. well hound. Post free, price, 5s. 
Triibner & Co., 60, Paternoster-row. 


IFE INCIDENTS AND POETIC 
PICTURES. 

This work contains an account of the 
Author's remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism 
and Spiritualism, together with a judicious 
selection from his Poems, 

May be obtained ofthe Author, “ SPIRITUAL 
Times Ovrice, 
From the Examiner. 
‘There are some curious detaits in his account 
of his life—good, because genuine transcripts of 
experience. 


From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1865. 
Replete with interest... Will be found 
bothinstructiveundamusing . . . The ‘Poetic 
Pictures " contain many passaz o; sterling 
merit, 


From the Caledonian Mereury. 

From the itinerant career which Mr. Powell 
has pursued, his book necessarily contains the 
record of some strange scenes, and the descrip- 
tions of some singular characters, and “the 
story of his life,” as told by himself, is not 
without its lesson and warning. Ilis poems 
indicate feeling, truth, and earnestness. 


OMAN, AT HOME AND 
ABROAD: A Glance at her Domestic 
and Social Condition, Price 3d. 


PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND 

PHASES, [llustrated with Personal lix- 

periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit- Writing, 
Price 29., post free. 


Asan individual contribution to the gencral 
mass of testimony on this great topic of the 
age, itis very valuable.— William Howitt, 

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work, +*+ * ® Many persona will read Mr 
Powell's narrative with interest, for it lina no 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—Dudlie Opinion, Murch 12th, 1864, 

The sum of the matter is, that if one hasa 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s volume 
than from any other that has yet heen published, 
not even excepting that of the great npostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself,—Caledonian Mer 
eury, March 12, 1864. 


This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, and, 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik 
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and the 
nature of the facts orassumptions with which it js 
crammed from first to last, # * * ‘There is 
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not, The enquiry is by 
no means the contemptible thing that many 
people wish to consider jt, It deals with al- 
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding; and, 
if false, still they are objects of interest, and 


they ought tobe disposed of. — British Standard. 
March 18th, 1864. 


To be had of the Author, at the “Spiritual 
Times" Office. 


A LPHABETS For SEANCES, 
TWOPENCK EACH, to be had at the 
‘Spiritual Times’? Office, 


IN THE PRESS. 


HOMELY HOMILIES 
BY. J, H. POWELL, 


Author of “ Life Incidents and Poetic 
Pictures.” 


No. 1, Love. to be followed by 
2, Charity. 

| 8, Poverty. 

4, Riches. 

5, Character. 

6, Death. 

7, Immortality. 

8, Angols and Demons. 

9, Innate Ideas. 

10, Spiritual Needs, and others. 
Each tract will be complete in itself. 
Price one Penny, or seven-shillings 
i per. 100. To be had of the Author, 
| f Spiritual Times’ Office, 6, Sidney- 
| Torrace, Grove Road, Victoria Park 
E. 

| tr No. 1, ‘Love,’ will be roady in a fow 
' daya. 


JARCELS OF THE SPIRITUAL 
LYCEUM TRACTS can now be had 
at the Spiritual Times Office, containing an 


assortment, one shilling. 

J H. POWELL, Editor of the 
CF eSpiritual Times, will be happy to arrrange 
with Secretaries or Agents, to deliverthe follow- 
‘ing Lecture, or others. Subject, “ The Facts 
and Philosopny of Modern Spiritualism, , 

SYLLABUS, 

Origin of Modern Spiritualism— Phenomenal 
Facts— Tokens — Hauntings — Apparitions — 
Varieties of Mediumship— Professional Adult 
Mediums—child Mediums, &c.,—extraordinary 
Personal Experiences—Tables Wafted—Musie 
Played — Rappings on Furniture, Ceilings, 
Floors— Drawings— Direct & Automatic Writ- 
ing--Beautiful Spirit-Messages —Cui Bono, the 
question answered — Instructions for forming 
circles and developing Mediums. 


R. MocLEOD is prepared to 
receive calls to lecture, and make such 
engagements as will not necessitate his stay 
from home more than two days, Address, Dr. 
MeLvod, Neweastle-on-'l'yne. 


1 


Sixteen Pages, Weekly: New Series of the 

WE ENGLISH LEADER. A 

Journal for the Discussion of Stationary 
Questions. 

“ Condnceiveness to Progress includes the 
whole excellence of a government.” —J. S. 
Miu, M.P. 

Price Twopence. Publishing Office, 282, 
Strand, London, W.C, 


Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence. 

“ HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS 

TAUGHT.’ Reprinted from the 

Spiritual Vagazine, may be hadat the Spiritua 
Times Offices 

This pamphlet is one of the most-vigorous 

of Mr. Howitt'y numerous writings on Spiritual, 

ism, Itisin every way suitable for cireulation. 


"NOTICE TO THE TRADE. 
VHE “SPIRITUAL TIMES” is 


now Published by Mr. F. Farrah, 282, 
Strand, E.C. 


Just ready. Price 8d. Post free, 7d. 

WORKING MAN’S VIEW OF 
TUNNYSON’S “ ENOCH ARDEN.” 

A spirited and closely analytical essay. The 
readers who were delighted with his former 
book (and they were many), will find in this 
new effort, fresh grace and strength. Mr. 
Powell's criticism may advantageously compare 
with mary. more pretentious utterances of 
opinion,—Lloyds News, January 27, 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor 
James Henry POWRLL, 6, Sidney-terrace 
Grove-road, Victoria-park, in the County 
of Middlesex, August 1, 1866. 


